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* And which is now advanced with   the  confidence of
fcovelty,' said the Syrian, ' though all of it has been urged,
and vainly urged, thousands  of years ago.    There  must
be design, or all we see would be without sense, and I do
not believe in the unmeaning.    As for the natural forces
to which all creation is now attributed, we know they are
unconscious, while consciousness is as inevitable a portion
of our existence as the eye or the hand.    The conscious
cannot be derived from the unconscious.    Man is divine.'

* I wish I could assure myself of the personality of the
Creator,' said Lothair.    * I cling to that, but they say it is
an philosophical.'

* In what sense ? ' asked the Syrian.    * Is it more un-
philosophical to believe in a personal God, omnipotent and
omniscient, than  in natural forces unconscious and irre-
sistible ?    Is  it   unphilosophical  to combine  power with
intelligence ?    Goethe, a Spinozist who did not believe in
Spinoza, said that he could bring his mind to the concep*
tion that in the centre of space we might meet with a
monad of pure intelligence.    What may be the centre of
space I leave to the daedal imagination of the author of
"Faust;" but a monad of pure intelligence, is that more
philosophical than the truth, first revealed to man amid
these everlasting hills,' said the Syrian,  * that God made
man in His own image ? '

* I have often found in that assurance a source of sublime
consolation,' said Lothair.

* It is  the  charter  of the  nobility   of man,' said  the
Syrian, ' one of the divine dogmas revealed in this land;
not the invention of Councils, not one of which was held
on this sacred soil: confused assemblies first got together
by the Greeks, and then by barbarous nations in barbarous
times.'

4 Yet the divine land no longer tells as divine things,'
said Lothair.